
5131.6
Students
Drugs and Alcohol
The indiscriminate use and abuse of drugs and alcohol is a major problem in our society.  It affects virtually every segment of our population without regard to age, sex, race or economic condition.

Within the context of this major social problem, schools must focus on the needs of the children they serve, recognizing that it is impossible to carry out the primary mission of the school with children who are actively using drugs and alcohol.

The Board of Education endorses the concept of substance abuse prevention, not simply at the school level, but as a total community challenge.  Successfully dealing with drug abuse requires a partnership of school faculty and administration, parents/guardians, students, law enforcement officials, substance abuse counselors and the adult community, all working to create an environment which encourages and values freedom from drug and alcohol abuse.  The Board of Education commits itself and the resources of the school system to assuming its role in the required partnership.  However, it does so with the conviction that anything other than a total community commitment will have only limited effectiveness.  Consequently, the Board of Education takes the following positions:

1.
The possession, use and/or distribution of any drug, (except as provided in Policy #5141.21 - Administering Medications) or drug paraphernalia at any time on school property, at school-sponsored events or on school provided transportation is prohibited.

2.
All violations of this policy will be dealt with in accordance with Administrative Procedures Series #5131.6R and policy #5114 (Suspension and Expulsion).

3.
Disciplinary procedures should be administered according to the situations described in the regulations.

4.
Policy and regulations regarding Search and Seizure (#5145.12) will be followed.

Legal Reference:
Connecticut General Statutes




1‑21b Smoking prohibited in certain places.




10a‑18 Programs to be offered on effects of drugs and alcohol.




10‑221(d) boards of education to prescribe rules re use, sale of possession.




21a‑240 Definitions, dependency producing drugs.




21a‑243 Regulation re schedules of controlled substances.
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